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Communique
Aboriginal Housing Victoria Board Meeting
 Tuesday 26 May 2026
The Board of Directors of Aboriginal Housing Victoria (AHV) held their fifth Board meeting for the calendar year on Tuesday 26 May 2026.  
Out of session meeting
The AHV Board held an out of session meeting on 11 May 2026 to consider some urgent business, including the approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with Housing Choices Australia (HCA). The Memorandum of Understanding formalises the partnership between AHV and HCA and includes an ongoing commitment by HCA to offer AHV 10% of dwellings in future HCA social housing development projects. 
Extraordinary General meeting
The AHV Board held an Extraordinary General meeting directly prior to the May Board meeting to consider an amendment to the AHV Constitution. The amendments relate to Director discipline and identify circumstances where disciplinary action may be taken against a Director. 
The Board passed the resolutions to amend the Constitution.
Community yarns
The Board noted that five community yarns have been held to date.
 We are currently in the process of scheduling the June, July and August sessions. This year’s community yarns are more informal, and where possible we’re holding the consultations as a part of existing community meals or gatherings at local ACCOs across the state. 
If you would like more information about forthcoming community yarn events, please email community@ahvic.org.au or call 1800 248 842.

Home Ownership initiatives
The AHV Renter Home Purchase Program pilot was launched on 5 January 2026. 
The Board received advice that over 90 households have already expressed interest in the program and currently 21 AHV homes have received a valuation report outlining the sale price. The Housing Pathways team is assisting renters to work out their borrowing power and providing advice on government grants they may be eligible to apply for, including the First Peoples Home Ownership Program. 
A Financial Counsellor has joined the Housing Pathways team to support financial literacy for community members applying for the Renter Home Purchase Program and the First Peoples Home Ownership grants. 
The Housing Pathways team has been busy scheduling homeownership information sessions during April-June in partnership with ACCOs, Homes Victoria, the IBA and the NAB. June sessions will be held at:
· Dandenong and District Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd, 9 June;
· Mallee District Aboriginal Services, Mildura 17 June;
· Mallee District Aboriginal Services, Swan Hill 19 June; and
· Mungabareena Wangaratta and Wodonga (end June – date TBC).
More information is available on AHV’s website, here.
Aboriginal Homes Thrive
The Board was advised that the AHV Wellbeing team continues to deliver life coaching to over 100 AHV renters through the Aboriginal Homes Thrive program.  
Funding for the program is not confirmed beyond the end of the financial year. However, However,AHV continues to advocate strongly with the State Government to secure ongoing investment, given the program’s demonstrated positive outcomes. Tenancy sustainment for participants engaged in life coaching remains close to 100 per cent.
Participants continue to be linked into broader AHV initiatives, including employment and training scholarships, the First Peoples Home Ownership Program and opportunities to showcase and sell artwork at AHV’s upcoming NAIDOC event.
Two participants exhibited their works in this year’s The Torch “Confined 17” exhibition at Glen Eira Town Hall, demonstrating both their artistic talent and personal achievements. The ABC recently reported on the exhibition:
Confined 17 exhibition showcases art of incarcerated First Nations women - ABC News
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