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Communique
Aboriginal Housing Victoria Board Meeting
 Tuesday 28 July 2026

The Board of Directors of Aboriginal Housing Victoria (AHV) held their eighth Board meeting for the calendar year on Tuesday 28 July 2026.  
Out of session Board Meeting
An out of session Board meeting was held on Monday 20 July 2026 to confirm AHV’s participation in the Aboriginal Housing Placement Program. The Board approved the execution of a Management Services Agreement with Home Victoria for the management of 99 properties under the Program. Of these, 85 properties are currently managed by AHV under an Interim General Lease with Homes Victoria. 
NAIDOC Family Day
AHV’s 25th annual NAIDOC Family Day was held once again at the Aborigines Advancement League in Thornbury on Wednesday 8 July 2026 from 10:30 am to 2:00 pm. 
Despite a cold foggy start, it turned out to be a beautiful sunny day. Initial estimates are that 1,000 people attended across the course of the day, keeping with the high turnout of mob that we see every year.
Due to the muddy state of the oval, with the exception of the sporting activities, the stage and all other marquees were moved off the oval and clustered around the netball court and social club rooms. 
Scones and tea and coffee were once again on offer in the Elders Tent, along with traditional weaving activities and emu feather beading. The sporting activities on the oval were busy all day, with soccer, softball, and football clinics, as well as boomerang throwing.
Birdz was this year’s headline performer, with other performances by: Canisha Clemmet-Kennedy, and Culture Evolves. The Indigenous Outreach Projects were once again loved by the crowd and had the young and young at heart engaged.
17 organisations had stalls at the event, including the First Peoples’ Assembly, VAEAI, Indigenous Business Australia, Road Safety Education, Ngarara Willim Centre, Darebin Youth Team, and Kids First Australia. Other arts and craft activities were complemented by Aboriginal face painting by Yarn Strong Sistas, Darebin Libraries story time and the AHV renter art exhibition. 
We were successful in receiving a grant from the City of Darebin of $6000, and Yarra Valley Water approved $15,000 funding through a sponsorship arrangement. We also received a $3000 donation from Development Victoria. 
We’re still in the process of evaluating our NAIDOC Family Day, which will contribute to planning for 2027. We would love to hear from anyone who attended the Family Day on their ideas on how to make next year’s event bigger and better.
Agenda items
Key agenda items and actions from the Board meeting included:
· Approval of AHV’s Artificial Intelligence (AI) policy, which outlines the principles, guidelines, and best practices that AHV has established to govern the ethical development, use and management of AI technologies.
· Ongoing work to complete standard form contracts, including approval of 3 construction contracts (domestic and non-domestic construction) and two minor works contracts. These will now be added to AHV’s library of standard form contracts.
· A presentation to the Board from our housing development partner, Assemble. 
· Approval of AHV’s Equal Employment and Anti-Bullying Policy, incorporating legislative amendments.
· Quarterly reporting. The Board considered our performance against key performance measures and identified improvement actions; and progress against the actions outlined in AHV’s annual business plan.
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