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Communique
Aboriginal Housing Victoria Board Meeting
 Tuesday 31 March 2026
The Board of Directors of Aboriginal Housing Victoria (AHV) held their second Board meeting for the calendar year on Tuesday 31 March 2026.  
Housing Australia Future Fund Facility Round 3
The Board endorsed AHV’s non-binding Expression of Interest for funding under the Housing Australia Future Fund Facility - Round 3 (HAFFF3). HAFFF3 includes a dedicated funding stream for First Nations social housing, which can include crisis and/or transitional accommodation.
AHV has identified vacant land and other sites that may be suitable for redevelopment through HAFFF3, and which could yield over 100 new properties, subject to financial feasibility.
Community yarns
The Board discussed the commencement of the 2026 round of community yarns across the Victoria. Wherever possible, AHV is coordinating these yarning events as a part of existing community gatherings. Three community yarns were held during March:
· 18 March at Gunditjmara Aboriginal Co-op in Warrnambool;
· 20 March at Dhauwurd-Wurrung Elderly and Community Health Service in Portland; and
· 26 March at Barrbunin Beek Aboriginal Gathering Place in Heidelberg West.

A further 2 events have been scheduled for May:
· 8 May at Casey Gathering Place in Ringwood; and
· 12 May at the Central Ringwood Community Centre.

If you would like more information about forthcoming community yarn events, please email community@ahvic.org.au or call 1800 248 842.

For a summary of what you told us during the 2025 and 2024 community consultations and the actions we are taking in response to what we heard, please see AHV's 2025 Consultation Summary Report and AHV's 2024 Consultation Summary Report.
Home Ownership initiatives
The Board received a report on the AHV Renter Home Purchase Program which opened on 5 January 2026.
The program provides eligible AHV renters with the opportunity to purchase the home they currently live in, recognising the strong connections many renters have to their homes, neighbourhoods, and community. To date there have been nearly 70 households expressing interest in the program and currently 20 AHV homes have been assessed as eligible for purchase. Renters have been advised of the outcome and assessment of expressions of interest from renters continues.
The First Peoples Home Ownership Program support roles commenced in both Shepparton and Fitzroy North offices in late January, with another position due to commence in April for the Northern Region. These positions are funded under Homes Victoria’s Big Housing Build. AHV alongside Worn Gundidj (who covers the Western DFFH division) is delivering services to support increased access by Aboriginal community members to the financial assistance available through the program to cover administrative costs associated with home ownership. 
AHV’s Housing Pathways team has also been busy scheduling Community homeownership events in partnership with ACCOs, Homes Victoria, Indigenous Business Australia and the National Australia Bank. The first Community homeownership event held at the Aborigines Advancement League in February had over 60 attendees and the team is now heading to the regions with homeownership information sessions scheduled through April and May in Gippsland, Bendigo, Echuca and Robinvale. 
More information is available on AHV’s website, here.
Housing for young people leaving care, and people exiting the justice system
The Board noted that AHV is now managing 14 properties across the state for young people leaving care, all of which are progressing well. A further seven tenancies are in the pipeline, with our staff currently working with Homes Victoria and support providers to ensure successful allocations for these young people in urgent need of secure, affordable and supported housing. 
The ARC Justice program continues to expand, with 16 active tenancies currently in place and additional allocations scheduled over the coming months. 
Work is also underway in partnership with Dardi Munwurro and the Collingwood Football Club Foundation to deliver four additional tenancies, which will be managed by AHV in close collaboration with Dardi Munwurro as part of the Men’s Behaviour Change Program.
Treaty elections
The Board noted that voting is now open for the next generation of elected representatives to make sure Treaty brings about real change. Voting is available online, via SMS, in person or via postal vote. 
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