Mia Mia

Renter Newsletter Edition III, September 2025

We are thrilled to be sharing our third edition of Mia Mia for 2025 to our AHV Renter Community.

Thank you for joining us at NAIDOC
Family Day! o9 s

Cur annual NAIDOC Family Day was held on Thursday 10 July at the Aborigines Advancement League.
This was the first time in the event’s 24-year history the event was not held on the Wednesday ot
Collingwood Children’s Farrm. Despite this and forecast wet weather, around 1200 guests joined us on the
day.

We wera supported in the event by grants from the NIAA and City of Darebin and volunteers from
KraftHeinz, MAE, Collarts ond donations from dozens of organisations.

Traditional Owner Thane Garvey performed a Welcome to Country and Smoking Ceremaony, followed by
song and dance perforrmances from Djirri Djirri, Indigenous Outreach Projects, and spesaches from the
AHV CEQ, Darmen Smith ond City of Darebin Mayor, Cr. Knsting Olaris OAM. The entertainment was closed
out with an incredible interactive show by Miteh Tambo. The arts and crafts and storytime were packad
all day, and we hod great engagement with the five on-ground activities = boomerang throwing,
football, natball, softball and soccer.

The feedback from the event and paorticularly the new venue has been overwhelmingly positive, and we
are likely to return to the League next yeaar,







We recently completed another round of eight consultations as o part of our ongoing efforts to improve how

wa listen, connect and respond to renters, community members and local organisations. This timea, we held
sessions in: Broodmeodows, Echuca, Frankston, Geelong, Morwell, Ringwood, Shepparton and Warrnambool,
At the consultation sessions, we let renters and community members know about:

how AHY has worked to improve maintenance procasses since the 2024 consultations;

naw community engagement opportunities like the renter portal; and

our work through AHV's leadarship and secratariat rales within Mana-na woorn-tyeaan
maar-takoort, Victoria's Aberiginal Housing and Homelassnass Pollcy to increase the supply

of housing for comrmunity

Renters and community members were also surprised to learn that AHV does not recelve any ongoing
government funding for its housing tenancy managemeant and maintenance services, as AHV's ongoing
funding Is solely frorm tha rents recelved. The key Issues raised by renters and community members wera:

* The urgent need for more housing, both long and short terrn, and housing in a range of sizes.
* Improving maintenance, with much of the feedback related to the delays, rather than works

not being done.

For further information, including plans for upcoming consultations, pleasa go to ahvic.org.ou

Our community said...

Surprise thot AHY does not receive any ongoing
government funding, and that housing support
services are ot funded.

Further imp
ek rmcre gui

The Renter Portal iz greot to be oble tolog
maintenance and check infarmation, Howaver,
some community members prefer o ring and
spaak o someaone and receive mformation in

the post.

In response AHV will...
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Continue to advocate for more funding for housing
and Aboriginol support services, Shora renter ond
community stories as o part of this advococy.

Ensure Aborigin
iUt o i AHY

Continue to improve the Renter Portal and use texts
and othar li;lld communication. Maka sune our
written communications are in plain lenguage and
thot we use multiple communication methods eq.
direct calls, letters, emoils ond texts.



AHV Notice Board

Wominjeka Kieran! '“ Rent Review

The Annual Rent Review (ARR) hos been

Kigran, a prowd Barkindji finalised, and all renters hove been
man from the provided details of their new rent payable.
Mildura/Wentworth The new rent will take effect on Monday,
region, has recently 15 September 2025. Please ensure to
joined us as the naw update your rent payments to reflect the
Property Compliance new rent.
Officer for the

Northern Region. AHV Garden Competiton

With a diverse

bu:kgrgurﬂj iry persgnul Dﬂ u havea tehin ﬂl.ll'
training, labour and ‘ m'}w h.TﬂiﬁE u:u
community support in roles with NSW Police hmr;'_l'l'_'lf_.?"“ E'ﬂu‘“"
and NDIS, Kieran brings a wealth of b P
experience and heart to his work. He's wa:?&ghsa?:ﬁgi‘gygpég i
passionate about giving bock to mob ond ’

First place wins a 3100

Bunnin wc-u::h&r. and

second and glumas baoth

recehe l.':l 350 Bunnings
voucher,

promoting Inclusion, even co-running o
social media page, @the_brotherboys, with
his brother-in-law to spread positivity ond
awareness. Kieran is excited to roll up his
sleaves and help get homes Into top shope
with AHW.
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featured in the next Mia Mial

Some exciting news in the Wellbeing Team space!

AHY are grateful to have received a further 12 months funding from Homes Victorio to be aoble to
deliver our life skills program to all our eligible people living in our homes

Mow for the first time we can offer this opportunity statewide to ensure as many Community
members as possible can participate.

The Wellbeing Team has been established to understond and support the goals and aspirations
of aur AHV Cormmunity membars to thrive in thair tenancles and lives! These goals can be big or
semall and may include health & wellbeing, housing, financeas, employment & education. The
cooches con also assist with referrals to more specialist support.

The program continues to be opan to you if you are:
= gvear the age of 16

= living in AHV property

If vou would like to work with one of our coaches,
plaase contact the Wellbeing Team by:

Phone: 0436 475932 or 1800 248 B42

Emaik: wellbeing @ahvic.org.au

Alternatively, you can ask your housing officer to refer
you, and d Life Coach will reach out, Our cogches look

forward to meeting you to help you reach your goals!




Meet Ashlee R.! 1

Ashlea recently joined the
team as a housing officerin g
the West division and is '
bosed in Ballarat . Sha s a
Yorta Yorta woman from the
Morgan bloodline. Raised In

Horsham, Ashlee holds strong connections
to the Wotjobaluk community whilst living
and warking on Wodawurrung Country with
her busy little famity.

Although Ashlee has a strong Koori Justice
background, she is excited to be toking ona
new challenge in the Aboriginal Housing

space.

Winter Bill Support

Victorion households will get o helping hand
with enaergy costs this winter. The Eneargy Bill
Raliaf Fund has baen axtendad, with most
people automatically receiving two 575
rebotes.

on top of that, the Power Saving Bonus is
bock. Eligible concession card holders can
apply for o one-off $100 payment, All you
need is a recent alectricity bill and one of the
[ﬂllnwiﬁg cards: Health Care Card, Pansionear
Concession Card, or a Veterans' Affairs cand.
oniy one payment is availoble per
household, and you canapply through the
Victorian Energy Compare website.

Slam Dunk Success: AHV Renter brings home the Gold!

We're excited to share an incredible update on AHY renter Alicia B,
who recantly competed at the Virtus World Basketball

Championships in Kazakhstan.

Previously featured in the [ast issue of Mio Mg for her selection to
rapresant Australia, Alicia has now returned home with two gold
medals! A remarkable achievemeant for the youngest player an

the national team at just 16 years old.

Team Australia dominated the tournament, winning every match
in both the 3-on-3 and 5-on-5 formats. Alicia’s team triumphed
in an oll-Aussie grand final, and her performonce was even

featured on Kazakhstan's national news, a proud moment for her
family, community, and everyone cheering her on from home.

AHV was proud to support Alicia’s journey with o contribution
toward her travel expenses. Her dedication, talent, and spirit are
truly inspiring, and we con't walt to see what she achlevas next.

Go alicial

%



Community News and Events

Bendigo, Sheppartonand
North West Regions

Thriving Together: Supporting First
Nations People

T 8 September and 16 September,
2:30am - 12:30 pm

? Lourimar Community Centre

A series of workshops focused on wall-
being, cultural connaction and persanal
growth,

MDAS NDIS Information Sessions

T Multiple Days and Times available

* MDAS Swan Hill and MDAS Mildura

In portrnership with Intereach, info sassions
on MDIS plans, applications, or eligibility.
L. Visit MDAS' Facebook page for all
sassion times,

BDAC Medical & Wellbeing Building
opening

¥ 5 September, 10:00am - 12:30pm

¥ 118 Prouses Read, North Bendigo, 3450
Join BDAC for the official opaning of their
new medical & wellbeing building.

Y. events@bdac.com.au or call 5442 4947

MVAC Coolamon Kids

T Every Wednesday, 10:00am -11:00am

T MVAC Hall

A tun play session for children aged 0 -5
and their family ond carers, Light lunch is
provided and tronsport is available.

% More info: Vicki -0427468133 or
Maggie/D447723194

VALS Wondonga Community Lunch and
Legal Wills Information session

T 11 September, 1:00am

? Mungabaresna Aboriginal Corporation
Come down to have a yarn with VALS on
legal wills. Lunch provided.,

VACSAL Jr. Football & Netball Camnival
T 24 =25 September

¥ Rumbalara Football Natball Club
Individual and team registration closes
on sunday 14th September ot Tlprm

% Register on the VACSAL Website

Geelong, Barwon &
Western Regions

Sisters Day Out - Ballarat

21 October, 9:30am -3:00pm

Hosted by Djirra - A space for Abariginal
women to support each other, learm about
legal rights, and access support services.
aTo ragister, call 1800 105 303 (press 3).

Stepping Stones to Deadliness

725 October , 1:00am -3:00pm

? Stearmpacket Gardens, Geelong

Join Wathourong's Social & Emotional
Wellbeing Team lor Stepping Stonas to
Deadlingss, a free, family-friendly
celebration of culture and community on
the Geeslong Waterfront.

BADAC Twilight Street Market
W23 October 2025
¥ Baollarat, Location TED

Wathaurong Community Meeting

¥ 8 October, 8:00pm- B:00pm

* Booln Booln Cultural Centre, Grovedale
L. If you would like further information or to
book transport, please contact {03) 5277
Q4.

Gippsland

GEGAC On Country

T September-December

Fishing days, walks and cultural excursions
led by GEGAC Quaranook Engoagement
Officer Scott King.

. To book or for more info, call/text Scott
on 0488 834 694,

GEGAC Yoga Sessions

T Mondays, 11:00am & 1:00pm (not on
during school holidays.)

¥ Dala Yooro Building ot GEGAC.

%s RSVP via the GEGAC website




Metro Melbourne & Surrounds

Speaking Truth to Power- the Yoorrook
Justice Commission and Truth-Telling

T 8 September, 6-8pm

* Melbourne Convention ond Exhibition
Centre

Adjunct Professor Sue-Anne Hunter, former
Deputy Chair and Commissioner of the
Yoorrook Justice Commission, will deliver the
first public lacture on Yoorrook and Truth=
Telling since the Commission delivered its
final reports to government.

% Register at eventbrite

Connia Hart: One Stitch at a Time

Tuntll 23 November 2025

¥ Koorie Heritage Trust, Fed Square

The first major solo retrospective exhibition
dedicated to the fibre-works of the late
aestearned Gunditjmara Elder and master
weaver, Aunty Connie Hart (1917-1893).

Bay Mob Health & Wellness Expo

¥ 18 September, 10:30am - 30pm

* Mairm Marr Djombana, Frankston

Bay Mab's annual Aboriginal and Torres
strait Islonder Health and Weallnass Expo,
calebrating culture, community, and
wellbeing,

Mini Aboriginal Cultural Day

716 October, 9:30am - 1:30am

* Goodstart Rowvilla - Liberty Avenus, B3-81
Liberty Avenue, Rowville VIC 3178

Thizs unigue cultural experience is designed
especially for children aged 3 to 5 years.
RRegister via eventbrite.

Tuning into Kids

Te Septermber - 31 October, 10:00am -
12:30pm ( except on public holidays)

* Central Ringwood Community Centre
Join Ngwala Willumbong Aboriginal
Corporation and Anglicare for Tuning into
Kids 2025, This program is o free gentle
parenting group to support relotionships
between Aboriginal parents and childran.
LRegister via Ngwala Willumbeong.

Stolen Generations Statewide Gathering
724-25 Septernbear

? Bunijil Place, 2 Patrick NE Drive, Narre Warren
Join VACCA, Link-Up, Connecting Home and
The Healing Foundation from 24 to 25
September for a two day Stolen Generations
Statewide Gatharing.

Y. Submit your ECI at vaccao.org

Sisters Day Out - Preston

W23 September, 2:30am -3:00pm

Hosted by Djirra - A space for Aboriginal
women to support each other, learn about
legal rights, and access support services.
Y.To register, call 1800 105 303 (press 3),

VACCA Western Women's Group

T Thursdays, 10am=12pm

¥ Wunggurrwil Dhurrung Community Centre
Connect with community and share culture.
Open to all Aboriginal wormen Iving in the
West.
YWRSYPvaccawestculturalevents@vacca.ong

The Torch Future Dreaming Exhibition

W 24 October - 22 November 2025

* The Torch Gallery, 146 Elgin St, Cariton

The Torch proudly presants Future Dreaming,
an exhibition featuring works by First Nations
artists incarceroted in 2025,

VAHS Moondani Murrup Grief & Loss Group
¥ First friday of every Month, till 5 Dec

? VAHS Preston

VAHS invites community to yarn in Q
culturally space at their grief and loss
support group

VACSAL Sr. Football & Netball Carnival
T 4-5 October

*? Livingston Rec Reserve

. Visit vacsal.org.au for the lotest
information and how to register.

All events listed are free.




% Go all out!

Design and colour your own whale!




